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Find out more on our Volunteer Open Days:           

Our Chapel is due to open shortly with a fantastic new exhibition. The content of the exhibition has been has  
researched by a very dedicated team of volunteers.  Moving forward volunteers will play an enormous role in the  
future of the Chapel. Our visitors will be keen to visit the Chapel but they will respond to the people in the building 
not just the heritage!  We are looking to work in partnership with our volunteers to offer a top notch heritage  
experience. 
 
We are pleased to confirm the dates of our Volunteer Open Days in June 2018. 

If you have expressed interest in becoming a Chapel volunteer this will be a fantastic opportunity to have a sneak 
peek around the building now that the exhibition has gone in.  We 
will be running tours showing the new building works and  
providing information on the volunteer roles.   
 
You can let us know what you would like to get involved with. 

•          Wednesday 27 June    10.30am - 12.30pm 

  Thursday 28 June          1.30pm - 3.30pm 

                                                   

To book a session please email joanne.basham@hants.gov.uk . 
Thank you to everyone who has been involved in the process so far it has been an incredible journey and we are very 
grateful for your contributions. 

Welcome to the May edition of the RVCP Volunteer newsletter.  Join us in a 1-minute challenge. Help the Park 

reach 10,000 followers on Facebook by inviting your family and friends to ‘like’ and ‘follow’ the Park at 
www.facebook.com/RoyalVictoriaCP .   If you would like to continue to receive our Newsletter, you need to let us 
know because the law is changing. The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) is a new law that will come into 
effect on 25 May 2018, this will replace the current Data Protection Act. You should have received an email request 
from us.  Please respond to keep receiving our volunteer and park news. 

What does volunteering look like today! I was recently fortunate enough to attend the annual  

Heritage Volunteering Conference in London. The day was an inspiring event with a focus on ‘The Future of Heritage 
Volunteering’ and what volunteering looks like in today’s busy society. There were many discussions on how people 
volunteer or give back in different ways and engaging with project through diverse medias. 
 

It was interesting to find out that there hasn't been a decrease in the amount of 
people who are volunteering. But the way in which people are volunteering is 
changing. 
 

Afterwards while walking through St Pancreas Station I noticed that there are a 
number of pianos placed around the station for people to sit down and play. As I 
made my way through the station each piano had a member of the public   
playing a  favourite piece of music.  This was a lovely summation of giving back to 
others, sharing skills and bringing a moment of enjoyment to other commuters. 
Todays volunteering can be bite-sized as well as longer volunteer contributions. 
 

If you have skills you would like to share with others, join us at The Park.  We 
have a huge amount of events and projects coming up this year with the opening 
of The Chapel this summer.  Volunteering opportunities range from storytelling, delivering micro-talks, receptionist, 
showing objects from our collection, archiving, ushering or conducting an oral history interview.  
Join us for some bite-sized volunteering and the bonus is, it makes you feel good! 
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How to volunteer 

To get involved at the Park email joanne.basham@hants.gov.uk or call 023 9224 4064 for an informal chat. 

Storytelling off to a flying start 
 

During the Easter holidays a group of wonderful volunteers learnt three bespoke  
stories about the heritage of the hospital to tell to children and families. 
 

Our volunteer storyteller Jean aka ‘Stella the Storyteller’ said “I believe we should all  
challenge ourselves to do something different at least once a year and this was my 
challenge for this year. Despite the nerves I had the comfort of knowing that we had 
the support of the very able author nearby.  I really enjoyed the experience and 
amazed myself at how much I learnt; not only about storytelling but also the  
amazing history of the hospital that existed within the park. My young audience and 
their parents/guardians enjoyed both the story and the interaction of the built in 
quiz.  It was rewarding to receive their smiley ‘Thank you’s at the end. 
 

If you are hesitating about being a volunteer Storyteller don’t worry; You’ll find lots 
of support and time to practice.    Go on...give it a go;  challenge yourself this year! ” 
 

Thank you to our volunteers Jean, Maria, Sue and Maureen that took part.  If you 
would like to learn one of these interactive stories please get in touch with joanne.basham@hants.gov.uk .  We will be 
delivering these stories on an ongoing basis in the Chapel during weekends and holidays and as part of our  
educational offer to school groups. 

Chapel News  
 
The Chapel garden is currently being  
landscaped and is starting to come  
together really nicely – it would be  
lovely to form a gardening group  
for the Chapel so if you are interested  
in being a part of this please let us know!  
 
 
The final touches are being completed 
on the inside, and the exhibition installation starts in June. 
We are aiming to open at the beginning of the school  
summer holidays – the date will be announced soon so watch 
this space! 

Park News 
 

Thank you to The Conservation Volunteers (TCV)  and 
the Lottery Fund for the money to replace the  
feeding platform at Sophie's Pond.  The ducks and birds 
have been enjoying a spot of sunbathing on the  
decking. 
 

Feeding the Ducks, Geese and Swans 
The following items will 
provide a good mixed 
diet to keep our birds 
healthy: Wheat, barley, 
poultry corn, cooked 
peas, cooked rice, 
lettuce & fresh tender 
grass. 

Pollinators    Hampshire County Council’s  

countryside service is working towards the national 
strategy to support pollinators. Our pollinators are vital 
for food production and biodiversity and they face a 
range of pressures from habitat loss to pests and  
diseases. Pollinating insects include many different  
species of bees and other insects such as hoverflies, 
beetles, flies, butterflies and moths.  
 

5 Simple actions you can do to help Pollinators 
 

1. Grow more flowers, shrubs and trees 
2. Let it grow wild 
3. Cut grass less often 
4. Don’t disturb insect nest and hibernation spots 
5. Think carefully about using pesticides 

Raise the Roof 
Commiserations to the Friends of RVCP who unfortunately 
didn't win at The Museum and Heritage Awards last week. It 
was superb to be shortlisted to the final five projects across 
the UK. The category was fundraising initiative of the year 
with some very steep competition. 
 

Congratulations to 
the category winners   
Haslemere  
Educational  
Museum, who raised 
one million pounds 
to keep their  
museum open. 
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